PACIFISM  AND   VIOLENCE
name of liberty, self-determination, and democracy, or
sometimes without these names, they enforce the
bourgeois essence, private property, and the ownership
of the means of production for profit, and its necessary
prerequisite, the free labourer forced to dispose of his
labour, for a wage, in the market. This priceless bour-
geois discovery has produced material wealth beyond
the dreams of a Tamburlane or a Croesus.
Consequently England need have no fear that a
victorious Germany would have raped all English-
women and beheaded all Englishmen and transported
the Elgin marbles to Berlin. Bourgeois States do not
do such things. It would have confined itself to taking
England's Imperial possessions and completing the profit-
able task of converting them to foil bourgeois social re-
lations. It would also have attempted to cripple England
as a trade competitor by a heavy indemnity* In other
words, resist or not, it would, if victorious, have done
to England what victorious England did to Germany.
Thus, even if the pacifist dream was realised, bour-
geois violence would go on. But in feet it would not
be realised. How could a bourgeois coercive State
submit to having its source of profits violently taken
away by another bourgeois State, and not use all the
sources of violence at its disposal to stop it ? Would
it not rather disrupt the whole internal fabric of its
State than permit such a thing ? Is bourgeoisdom not
now disrupting violently the whole fabric of society,
rather than forgo its private profits and give up the
system of economy on which it is based ? Fascism and
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